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Extended Abstract

Introduction: In the contemporary industrial context, poverty and marginalization represent structural
challenges closely associated with social exclusion, deprivation, and unequal access to basic needs. Identity,
as a multidimensional construct, plays an important role in shaping individuals’ responses to these pressures
and strengthening their capacity for resilience. The interaction between diminished social status, social
exclusion, and individual self-conceptions highlights the importance of understanding how identity may
influence the reproduction or mitigation of inequality. Accordingly, this study examined the relationship
between different dimensions of identity and the pathologies associated with poverty and marginalization
in Lorestan Province.

Method: This applied study employed a descriptive-survey research design. The statistical population
consisted of citizens of Lorestan Province, from whom 1,250 respondents were selected through
proportionate sampling. Data were collected using a researcher-developed questionnaire and analyzed using
Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) with AMOS software. To examine the relationships among the latent
and observed variables, both measurement and structural models were evaluated. Model adequacy was also
assessed using relevant goodness-of-fit indices to determine the correspondence between the proposed
theoretical model and the empirical data.

Findings: The results indicated that the proposed model demonstrated an acceptable fit to the empirical
data. The measurement model confirmed that all dimensions of the multidimensional identity construct had
appropriate and statistically significant factor loadings. Among these dimensions, ethnic identity and
individual identity showed the strongest contributions to the multidimensional identity construct, indicating
the importance of both sociocultural belonging and individual self-perception in the formation of protective
mechanisms. The structural model further revealed a positive and statistically significant relationship
between multidimensional identity and the pathologies associated with poverty and marginalization. This
finding suggests that greater coherence and reinforcement among different dimensions of identity may
strengthen individuals’ and groups’ capacity to cope with exclusion, deprivation, and marginalization.
Conclusion: The findings indicate that multidimensional identity may function as a protective and
regulatory mechanism in relation to poverty and marginalization. By strengthening belonging, social
cohesion, trust, and resilience, identity can contribute to reducing vulnerability to social exclusion and
limiting the reproduction of social pathologies. Accordingly, social policies and preventive programs in
Lorestan Province should complement economic and welfare interventions with measures that strengthen
identity dimensions and social mechanisms fostering belonging, cohesion, and resilience. Such an
integrated approach may contribute to enhancing social sustainability and improving communities’ capacity
to respond to the structural challenges associated with poverty and marginalization.
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